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THE FOUR YEARS COURSE. 
Cuass “A” EXAMINATION. 


There is no such thing as finality in any human 
scheme. The four years course of examinations has 
been hammered out by a Committee, discussed by a 
Conference, and approved by the Council. It is 
even now not to be accepted as perfect, and the pro- 
ceedings of the Conference which we published last 
week permit its consideration in an advantageous 
light. We have now the reasons and arguments 
which prevailed in forming it and we are thus able 
to discuss it with fuller knowledge. We propose to 
devote this article to Class “‘ A ”’—the first examina- 
tion, Up to the date of the Conference, no teacher 
or examiner ever complained of the excessive amount 
demanded from the student in this division, although 
all knew the rejections were heavy. At the Con- 
ference nearly every speaker complained of the 
weight imposed upon the candidate. Perhaps some 
excuse may be made for this by reference to the 
synopsis drawn up for one subject—Chemistry and 
elementary physics. Certainly this synopsis looked 
excessive, yet it was copied verbatim from the 
syllabus of lectures published by the Royal Veteri- 
nary College. To most mindsit would have occurred to 
cut it down to proper dimensions and then to consider 
the othersubjects. This natural course the Conference 
failed to adopt—on the contrary they sent it back 
for further consideration and modification. and pro- 
ceeded to cnt down one of the other subjects. There 
are three subjects for examination in Class ** A ”— 
(1) a section of anatomy; (2) chemistry and ele- 
mentary physics; (3) biology—zoology and botany. 
All these subjects except the first may be looked 
upon as introductory to the real studies of a veter- 
mary student. They are put into the first year so 
that a man may obtain sufficient knowledge of them 
to enable him to better understand the essential 
studies of future years. Under the existing three 
years course the third subject is botany. It seemed 
to the committee that a better introductory study 
would be biology—the science of life—and they 
divided it into two parts—the study of animal and 
vegetable life, limiting it to the elementary matters 
of general structure and classification. By this 
arrangement it was hoped that students would be 
taught a broader view of life and that by making 
ee life as prominent as vegetable life they would 

ave obtained knowledge of greater value in its 
relation to the pursuits they would be most interest- 
ane It was thought that this arrangement 
Gua ave been more beneficial as introductory to 
aca and physiology than botany alone. To us 

© change seemed strictly in accordance with com- 


made more easy to the student the third subject, 
the committee added to the first and most essential 
subject—anatomy—a slight increase of work. At 
present this subject is united to bones, ligaments and 
joints. Having lightened the third subject the com- 
mittee added to the first ‘muscles of the limbs.” They 
did so because there was room for the addition, and 
because they thought a simultaneous study of the 
muscles of the limbs with the bones and joints 
would give the student a more complete and 
thorough idea of the whole organs of locomotion. 
No one ventured at the Conference to deny this, 
and one of the examiners, Mr. Simcocks, mentioned 
that nearly every student, although not required, 
really possessed some knowledge of the muscles. 
This evidence shows how naturally they are con- 
nected, and how the student intuitively feels that 
the mutual relation of bones and muscles is so close 
that he cannot avoid the desire to study them to- 
ether. 

The Conference decided not to examine on 
muscles of the limbs until a year after a student had 
studied the bones. The reasons stated for this 
were as follows :— 


Mr. Almond rejected ‘“ Muscles ” from the * A” so 
as to give more room for Botany. 

Prof. Walley—because muscles,arteries, blood- vessels 
and nerves ought all to be dissected together. 

Prof. Williams-—because ‘‘the medical profession” 
have no anatomy examination in the first year 
so should we have none. 

Dr. Fleming—because “ this examination should be 
lightened” and of course the least essential 
thing thrown out. 

Col. Walters—objected to muscles of the limbs 
being included as it would help to crowd other 
subjects (Botany ?) 

For these so-called ‘reasons,’ muscles of the 
limbs are still to be studied, not with the bones, but 
with the arteries and nerves; and the Conference 
which complained of the over-burdened class “A” 
examination then logically proceeded to add to the 
synopsis of Botany a few more natural orders. 


“A DiscorepITABLE 


In a report of a case we reprint this week some 
remarks by the judge are worth noting. We fgjl to 
see why the opprobrious words were used. Engin- 
eers, doctors, and all other experts differ, so may 
veterinarians. ‘he signs upon which they found 
their opinions are none too clear, and there is room 
for very wide but still honest differences. Perhaps 
our profession has one special fault in the witness 
box—lack of moral courage to say ‘‘I don’t know.” 
It cannot be necessary always to know to a week 


‘mon sense and worthy of a trial. Having thus 


how long a wart has been on a horse’s nose. 
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“GASES AND ARTICLES. 


THE SPREAD OF GLANDERS. 
By W. Hounrine, F.R.C.V.S. 


1 think it 1s certain that the present scare about 
glanders will culminate in some action being taken 
by the Board of Agriculture. It is true that a few 
veterinarians have been trying for years to direct 
attention to the disease and have attained little suc- 
cess; but now that the subject has been noticed by 
The Lancet, The Star, The Gardeners’ Chronicle, 
and by other equally expert authorities, some ad- 
vance will doubtless be made. Amongst many 
suggestions some are sure to be absurd, but it is not 
usual to have to look in the columns to which our 
best writers are supposed to contribute to find the 
very shakiest views. ~ 

On a disease of horses it is right that veterinarians 
should speak with some weight, and not all advise 
different courses; for this reason I venture to 
criticise certain recent utterances. 

lst. That public drinking troughs are a frequent 
cause of spreading glanders. ‘The argument ased is 
simple—glandered horses have a discharge from the 
nose, this discharge contains the infective virus, 
when the diseased horse drinks the discharge falls 
into the water and other horses swallow it and are 
infected. All these statements are true, but they 
depend entirely for their application upon something 
that is omitted, viz., that the glandered horse drinks 
at the troughs. How many glandered horses are 
there in London? The returns tell us about twenty 
on week. How many work in the streets ?—very 

ew. How many with a nasal discharge go to a 
public drinking trough ?—perhaps one a month. This 
is of course a danger, but it is comparatively slight 
and as nothing to the danger trom other causes of 
spread. The man who says nothing of the daily 
sale of infected horses as a means of spreading 
glanders, but makes a fuss about the possibilities of 
en troughs is guilty of a disproportion to 
che and the camel are comparatively a 
_ If drinking troughs are really the mea 
ing glanders we should the 
prevail most extensively amongst that class of horses 
moat constantly using them; and that it would 
sel‘om appear amongst the classes of horses which 
cannot go near them. Glanders exists most largel 
amongst omnibus, tramway and cab horses The 
first two classes never approach a public tr ah i 
the last use the pail 
© pails and standpipes on the cab 
— The odds and ends—the greengrocer. 
aundryman, carrier and such folk as aye 
seen at the troughs sel 
* ghs seldom have a horse affected 
ne more fact. In nine out of ten fresh outbreak 
which come under my Own personal 
the means of communication hes 
a newly purchased horse— infected pars 
purchased. In very many instances I have been 


able to trace di - 
which it eis cold.” ly to the infected stable from 


2nd. That the delay allowed by the Act before 
compulsory slaughter of glandered horses can be en- 
forced intereferes with the effective stamping out of the 
disease. This is another notion founded upon 
perusal of books and not derived from practical 
knowledge. Not once in ten years in the experience 
of any inspector has this been found either a danger 
or difficulty. There are more ways of killing a dog 
than by poison, and there are ways of forcing a man 
to kill a glandered horse. If it be not properly 
isolated all other horses on the premises may be de- 
tained and the place placarded as an infected spot. 
A threat to use these powers has never yet failed to 
induce sweet reasonableness. Of course the delay 
for 21 days is absurd, but practically its effect is not 
apparent as a difficulty in dealing with glanders. 

3rd. That inspection of horses previous to turning 
them out to grass would safeguard the other animals 
in a field. No inspection can detect latent disease, 
and it often happens that horses passed as sound 
after careful examination, exhibit signs of glanders 
within a week. It is the latent cases which develop 
at grass that spread the disease to every county 
around London. The only safeguard would be to 
prohibit horses from infected studs being “ turned 
out” at all. 

4th. Thut to give compensation for horses com- 
pulsorily slaughtered would lead to trickery and fraud. 
This is a really brilliant idea. To state it without 
offering a single word of explanation is a safe plan, 
and it gives an appearance of assurance that defies 
contradiction. The only possible explanation of 
such a statement is that its author pictured to him- 
self an owner of horses wilfully inoculating healthy 
horses; and perhaps his imaginatiun invented 
“eoper’? who bought infected horses at knacker 
price and patched them up for sale as sound. Let 
us examine the probabilities of each case. I will 
deal with the “coper” first. Remember it is sup- 
posed that compensation to half the value is given. 
Now the “ patching up” process must be allowed a 
month on the average and therefore it would not 
pay unless the animal were worth (bar the disease) 
at least £15. Such a horse the “coper” woul 
want for £5 but the authorities would give £7 10s. 
without any risk of prosecution. To imagine a trade 
of this kind requires one to believe that a “coper 
would be fool enough to run excessive risks for 4 
small profit and that men could be found to give 
more than half the sound value for a diseased animal. 
It is too ridiculous. 

As to the owner who would inoculate either by 
means of direct infection or through the food. 
Which way would he proceed? Direct inoculation 
with a lancet would induce acute glanders—one ° 
the rarest diseases—and would always show the 
inoculation spot. This would lead to immediate 
detection, and penalties far heavier than any ll 
vided by the Contagious Diseases ( Animals) Act 
Suppose he adopted infected food or water _— 
detection would become impossible, but fortunate'y 
he could never ensure the development of diseas? 


= 


just as be wanted it. It might appear it 
month and it might not till six gaan be tried 


not expect this lawless experiment wvul 
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on horses of much value. It would at least be only 
attempted by the lowest of blackguards and on 
cheap horses. The uncertainty and cost of keep 
would render such a trade unremunerative, and it 
would be difficult. under real restrictions such as a 
new Act would enforce, to find the glanderous mat- 
ter for experiment. Such tricks are never tried 
unless the profit is large and the performance not 
too dangerous. In this case the profit would be 
uncertain and the attendant dangers very great. 


_As practical objections to compensation they are 


mere dreams. 

5th. That the best means to detect glanders and 
stamp it out is by employing numbers of inspectors to 
search for it. There are 200,000 horses in London, 
and stables nobody knows where—some times.in back 
gardens, and often in sheds that no inspector could 
find. How many inspectors would be required? Would 
they be given absolute power of entry into every 
stable they discovered ? Would you draw the line 
at private stables, and if so could not the owner of 
every infected stud have a little private stable. The 
greatest point in discovering the disease is to do so 
at the earliest moment. How often would the army 
of inspectors visit each stable in London? Once a 
week would require at least 100 inspectors to do the 
work. Ordinary human nature revolts against co- 
ercion and objects to jany kind of inspector having 
the right to pry into your premises when he likes. 
The owners of horses would revolt against the coer- 
cive inspection which has been suggested, and the 
signs of early disease would be hidden, the animals 
surreptitiously moved, and glanders spread to 
distant parts. 

No! harsh inspection by itself will never do, and 
the only alternative is to induce owners to co-operate 
with the authorities—to themselves give the earliest 
notification of disease. This can be effected by 
fair compensation, and the regulations made to 
work automatically. We have compensation for 
cows, why not for horses ? 


PROFESSIONAL REMUNERATION. 


Ihave been waiting to see whether the state- 
ments made in your issue vf 6th August by “ One 
who Knows ” would be challenged. They have not 
been, and asl believe them to be distinctly mis- 

eading, it is necessary that the question of fact 
should be raised before anyone is led astray. 

The statement is that “there are * many veteri- 
— appointments in India of over £1000 a year, 

some Of over £1,400, and * two of close on £2000 
re year.” “One who Knows” should certainly have 

ken us into his confidence in this matter, and have 
explained the nature of the appointments, the work 
Pree: the terms of service and the rate of ea- 
ae If “One who Knows ” calculates the Rupee 
a /- when its market value is 1 /24 his statement, 
€88 explained, is misleading; moreover, unless 

ome new appointments have recently been created, 


* The italics are mine. 


there are none in the Military Department worth 
£1,400 a year, and only four worth over £1000 a year. 

The Principal Veterinary Surgeon in India re- 
ceives £1,174, and there are three administra- 
tive officers drawing £1,015 a year, so that the 
appointments alluded to must be in the Civil Veiteri- 
nary Department. Your columns have recently been 
the means of exposing the hollowness of this scheme, 
and the disgraceful terms offered to the Army 
Veterinary Surgeon to join, so that if we exclude 
these two sources of veterinary appointment in India, 
it is difficult to know to what ‘One who Knows ” 
refers. 

If “ One who Knows” is anxious to stimulate re- 
cruiting for the Indian Civil Veterinary Department, 
he must persuade Director-General Hallen to make 
better terms with the Government of India. The 
department as constructed is useless for the objects 
in view and must fail; imagine a man placed in 
sole veterinary charge of a tract of territory about 
the size of Germany, or larger, for the purpose of 
repressing cattle disease ; imagine his life, travelling 
over this territory in all weathers, and in the most 
deadly seasons of the year; imagine his existence 
and banishment from civilization; the entire absence 
of European comforts; medical advice to be ob- 
tained after travelling a couple of hundred miles 
for it; typhoid and cholera every-day risks; per- 
petual Indian service ; and a grave in the jungle, or 
a broken down constitution the only reward!! And 
what is to be got for all this? A miserable pittance 
that even an unqualified man might well turn his nose 
up at, and the membership of a department which 
is recognised by the State as being unfit for classi- 
fication with the higher branches of the Government, 
and is brought under the same heading as that in 
which engine drivers, plate layers, etc., serve. 

It may be urged that I have painted the worst 
side of the picture, I have painted that which most 
appeals to one’s feelings, and which the State per- 
sistently refuses to recognise. 

This Indian Civil Department is a gross fraud on 
the State, and an absolutely hopeless machinery to 
control cattle disease ; this it should not need a pro- 
fessional eye to see. The Government of India 
accepted it as it is throwing dust in the eyes of the 
people of this country, and removes from them the 
repioach of doing nothing to save the Indian Agri- 
culturist ; it is cheap that is why it was accepted, 
and it is likewise nasty, which is the reason why 
such difficulty is being experienced in filling its 
ranks. Imagine having ove veterinary surgeon in 
the United Kingdom to repress cattle disease, to do 
it single handed, the entire absence of a staff, the 
intense opposition of the agriculturist, and en 
apathetic Government to deal with? Such an 
imaginary case is but a feeble representation of what 
is expected from the Inspector of Cattle Disease in 
India. Rupee. 


Compensation v. Cozrcion. The liberal compensation 
allowed for animals slaughtered for plenro has popularised 
the reporting of sick cattle, Instead of con ng con- 


tagious pleuro, cattle owners exhibit praiseworthy zeal in 
intimating suspicious ailments.—N. B. Agriculturist. 
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VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


EASTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The 29th half-yearly meeting of the society was held 
at the Bell Hotel, Norwich, on Tuesday, August 9th. 
There were present F. Low, Esq., President ; Professor 
Pritchard, and Dr. Williams, F.R.C.8., honorary asso- 
ciates; Messrs. J. D. Overed, G. C. Hunting, Thomas 
Barr, Jas. Thurston, Richard Howard, Jas. K. Gooch, C. 
©. Clarke, Thos. Slipper, J. E. Kitchen, R. 8. Barcham, 
Thos. Auger, and Wm. Shipley, junr., Hon. Sec., mem- 
bers; Messrs. C. E. Norgate, H. Low, students ; and 
Vet.-Surgeon Mann, 8th Hussars, as visitors. 

The minutes of the last meeting being taken as read, 
the President read his opening address which was received 
with many marks of approval and assent. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


Gentlemen, I thank you for the great honour you have 
done me in electing me your president for the present 
ear, an honour which I fear [little deserve, for although 
t have been a member of this society ever since it was 
first established I have not frequently attended the 
meetings, but I hope you do not think this due to any 
want of interest in the doings of the society. [ assure you 
it is my earnest desire tu do all I can to promote its 
interest and success. Instructive and interesting papers 
have been read and discussed, and much good has been 
done by social intercourse, still I think much remains to 
be done in extending the operations of the society in 
endeavouring to enlist new members from Suffolk, 
Essex, and Cambridgeshire. I would therefore suggest 
that the next meeting be held at Ipswich, and in the 
meantime steps be taken to obtain new members from 
that district. 

One of the objects of this society being the vindication 
of their medical and pecuniary interests I would like to 
call your attention to a matter in -which I think great 
reform is wanted, both with a view of raising the status 
of the profession and benefitting its members, I refer to 
the general method of rendering our accounts in which 
it is the custom to charge so much per draught or ball. 
I venture to think the effect of this is that the value of 
our skill, ability, and time is ignored, and that the value 
of our services is estimated according to the price charged 
for the medicines we supply. I think we should be mov- 
ing in the right direction were we to adopt the course 
followed by our sister profession and charge a sum for 
the treatment of each case without giving items. 

It was my intention to refer to the success of the 
means adopted by the Board of Agriculture in the recent 
outbreak of foot and mouth disease, but I am sorry to 
say the danger has not yet passed. At the same time I 
think the country is to be congratulated on the way the 
disease and by having so good a 
man as Mr. Chaplin at the of the icul- 
tu. p Board of Agricul 

wo subjects of interest to us as veterinary su 

at the present time are the proposed hightr clocetional 
exainination, and the tour years course of study. With 
reference to the questian of raising the educational stan- 
dard of examinztion to a level with that adopted in the 
medical schools I admit that education is a grand thin 

but I question if it may not in some cases be comied ¢ 
little too far. Take the present examinations for the 
army, where lots of young fellows of good physique and 
well adapted to make guod soldiers cannot get into the 
army because they cannot pass the necessary examina- 


tions, and I think the same might well apply to our pro: 

fession. Make the educational standard too high wal we 
keep out men well qualified to make good veterinary 
surgeons, with the result we shall get men of less practi- 
cal ability in the future than we have had in the past. 
With regard to the four years course I am of the opinion 
that the present course is quite long enough, and I would 
far rather see a pupilage scheme adopted. I will admit 
great improvement has been made of late years by our 
schools in their endeavour to impart practical knowledge 
to the students, but can this come up to that gained by 
those men who pass two or three years with a private 
practitioner before going to College ? Would not any one 
of you gentlemen wanting an assistant hesitate before 
taking one who had had no other opportunity of gaining 
practical knowledge but that obtained at College? The 
result is consequently disastrous to a good many who 
have gained their diploma and are seeking employ- 
ment. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Mr. W. Shipley, senr., was elected treasurer, and 
Messrs. F. Low, and J. D. Overed were elected auditors. 
of the society. 

‘The names of Messrs. Fenner, Hewson, and Kenny,. 
were removed from the list of members according to rule 
17. 

A committee was formed consisting of Messrs. Auger, 
Overed, and Low to carry out a revision of the rules and 
transact any other business in connection with the 
society. 

Mr. H. Wilkinson was elected a member of the 
society. 

It was then proposed and unanimously carried that 
Ipswich be the next place of meeting. 


Cystic 


Professor PrircHarp delivered a most instructive and 
interesting lecture on Cystic Calculi. In dealing with 
the subject the worthy professor first of all spoke of the 
various kinds of urinary deposits, touching lightly on 
the sabulous matter and thoroughly on the form and 
composition of the calculi. In the varieties of urinary 
calculi viz., renal, those found in the ureters, cystic, and 
urethral, the most important and those requiring surgical 
skill were the two latter. Cystic calculi may be portions 
of detached renal calculi, but that however is rare. In 
appearance the Cystic calculi are usually round or ovoid, 
hard and presenting a rugged appearance on the surface, 
whilst the renal are smoother and more often take the 
shape of the kidneys. In the horse Professor Pritchard 
said that cystic calculi are not so rare as generally sup- 
posed, and that they very often exist without being sus- 
pected. They rarely differ as to their chemical composi- 
tion, whereas in the human subject they are of many 
different compositions, 

Amongst the many causes the most important are 
food or water containing excess of limey material, health 
of the kidneys, indigestion, improper action of the skin, 
want of exercise, or the presence of a nucleus, as inspissa- 
ted mucous, or false membrane on the coat of the blad- 
der. 

The symptoms usually observed are frequent straining 
and passing of small quantities of urine streaked with 
blood, straddling gait, colicky pains, erection of the 
penis, presence of sabulous matter in the urine. In 
a case of examination of a horse as to soundness 
the professor met with a case in which in examining 4” 
apparently healthy cob fresh from a dealer’s stable he 
noticed one drop of urine fall from the penis on to the 
ground. His suspicions being raised he examined the 
horse per rectum and found him to be suffering from * 
calculus as large as a pigeon’s egg, necessitating an ope™- 
tion after a short time. 
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The principal modes of determination of presence of 
calculus are the sound, not satisfactory in the horse from 
the length and curve in the penis, and examination per 
rectum ; this latter mode is most certain and useful. In 
attempting the removal of the calculus therapeutic treat- 
ment is of little or no avail. in using such agents the 
calculus is more often rendered friable and not often re- 
moved. In all cases it is by far the best plan to 
operate. 

In operating, the horse should be cast after Miles’ plan, 
lying on his back and his hindlegs abducted. A whale- 
bone probe with a groove on the outside should then be 
passed up the penis into the bladder and a bold incision 
made through the perineum on to it, straight and not 
diverging from the median line or raphe for fear of the 
arteries ; if however they should be cut they can be easily 
tied without serious results. The calculus should then 
be seized with a pair of spoon-bill forceps and, gentle 
traction being used, theforceps withdrawn. Great care 
should be taken not to include the wall of the bladder. 
This may be easily discovered by a rotary motion of the 
forceps. It is by no means advisable to crush the stone, 
as it is almost impossible to remove all the pieces that 
are the result of the crushing. The whole success of the 
operation depends upon healthy healing by first intention, 
which should be attained by carefully cleansing the 
wound, putting several small stitches, and painting over 
all a layer of collodion. 

Professor Pritchard by no means advises the use of 
chloroform in this operation which, in his opinion, is not 
at all favourable to the healing of the wound. 

A prompt discussion, opened by the president, fol- 
lowed, in which several of the members took part. 

Dr. Williams, F.R.C.S., one of the honorary surgeons 
at the Norfolk and Norwich hospital, related his exper- 
lence of cystic valculi in the human subject, saying that 
stone in the bladder is far more common in Norfolk and 
Suffolk than in all the rest of England; and pointed out 
his hospital as giving direct proof of the fact, the success 
of their united operations having been very great, 
patients coming from all over the world. Many theories 
had been advanced as to the cause of stone, but in his 
Opinion not one was really proved. He thought that 

water had nothing to do with the formation of calculi, 
and he exhibited two calculi as large as filberts taken 
from a child 18 months old. Calculi rarely occurred 
after one operation, most human calculi are composed of 
oxalate of calcium, urate of ammonium, and other com- 
pounds of uric acid and urea. 

A hearty vote of thanks proposed by the president was 
unanimously supported, thanking Professor Pritchard 
for his great kindness in treating the society to such a 


useful lecture. 
Wo. Surptey, Jr., Hon Sec. 


MIDLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


_A meeting of the Midland Veterinary Medical Asso- 
fon was held at the Grand Hotel, ‘hen, on 
ded y, August 9th, 1892. Mr. F. W. Barling presi- 
Wail and the other gentlemen present were Professor 
. ma Messrs. Jno. Malcolm, H. M. Stanley, R. Wilson, 
= utcher, H. A. Barrett, John Thomson, Geo. Smith, 
je J.M. Parker, Thos. Horton, E. Beddard, 
one Coe, H. L. Pemberton, John Blakeway, A. L. 
a me H. J. Dawes, R. Cartwright, L. C. Tipper, E. 
= ae Alfred Over, Jno. Higgins, F. B. Jones, H. 

a ard, R. Cartwright, A. E. Paley, C. H. Wilson, 
piu, Wm. H. Blackburn,R. L. Green, C. Byner, 


L. W. Heelis, 
Geo. Réwa. King R. J. McAwse, F.R.C.S., and 


The Secretary (Mr. H. J. Dawes) read the circular 
convening the meeting. 
The Sxcretaky read the minutes of the last meeting 
which were approved. 
New Members. 


The following nominations were made; by Mr. Mal- 
colm, Mr. Halpin, of Rugeley; by the Secretary, Mr. G. 
E. King, of Newport Pagnell; by Mr. G. Crowhurst, Mr. 
John James fcenieets, Tie son ; andby Mr. Alfred Over, 
Mr. W. W. Grasby. 

The circular Totter from the Central Veterinary 
Medical Association concerning the matriculation and 
the four years course, was read by the Secretary. 

Mr. Matcoum:—I think it may be worth while to 
consider whether it would be worth our pains now to go 
into this subject. The Council has adopted resolutions 
for a higher matriculation and an extended curriculum, 
and I take it that nothing we can do will either stay its 
course or make it the more certain. 

The Prestpent: I propose that the Secretary be in- 
structed to write to the Central Veterinary Medical 
Association to say that inasmuch as the subject has been 
already discussed and decided upon we think it is not 
necessary for us to go into the matter. 

Mr. L. C. Trpper seconded, and the motion was agreed 
to unanimously. 

Professor WALLEY then read a paper on 


PUTREFACTIVE PROCESSES IN RELATION TO 
DISEASE. 


The lecturer in introducing his subject disclaimed any 
special bacteriological knowledge, but as they were in a 
position to take advantage of the results of the labours of 
bactericlogists there was no need for any excuse for its 
introduction. In considering the effects of the products 
of putrefaction upon the animal body he said the condi- 
tion they give rise to was commonly termed blood 
poisoning, but that term was deficient in precision. 
Septiccemia and pycemia, long used indifferently, were 
now used distinctively, nevertheless the conditions 
known by these names were frequently associated. In 
1878 Koch drew a distinction between septic intoxica- 
tion and septic infection. Disease due to the introduc- 
tion of products of putrefaction into the blood he termed 
septic intoxication, but that due to the introduction of 
the organisms themselves, septic infection. The word 
putrid was frequently used in place of septic, but that 
was a distinction without a difference. In putrid intoxi- 
cation the blood of the affected animal was not infective 
when introduced to other animals, but it was so in septic 
infection. For along time bacterium termo was applied 
to the organisms of putrefactive fermentation, but it was 
now well known that under that term were included a 
number of different species. With reference to the 
question of pathogenic organisms becoming under certain 
circumstances non-pathogenic and vice versa, he said 
Pasteur had simplified the matter so far as the first aspect 
of the question was concerned, by rendering virulent 
organisms non-virulent. In fact these lower organisms 
were, like their higher prototypes, capable of modifica- 
tion in a variety of ways, therefore the line between 
pathogenic and impathogenic organisms was by no 
means so clear as might at first be thought. Many years 
ago Prof. Law, of Cornell University, demonstrated in 
the milk of cows suffering from a low form of fever an 
organism identical with one found by him in the water 
of the well from which they drank, and he was alete to 
reproduce or arrest this fever at will by simply with- 
holding or allowing access of the animals to the particu- 
lar water. 

While there existed legitimately, a doubt as to the 
power of multiplication in the blood stream of the or- 
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ganisms of putrefaction, there existed no doubt as to 
their power of producing putrefactive changes in organs 
where vitality had been lowered or arrested by depriving 
them of nourishment—e.g. by arresting the circulation 
locally. Chauveau, many years ago, showed that if the 
spermatic artery of a goat be tied the testicle dies, but it 

oes not putrefy ; but if previous to the ligaturing of the 
artery, putrefactive matter be introduced into the 
general circulation putrefaction of the mortified organ 
results. The production of putrefactive processes and the 
poisonous action of their products was favoured by such 

redisposing influences as bad hygienic surroundings, 
owered constitutional vitality, mixed infection, and 
functional or organic disease of important organs. The 
effects of lowered vitality are seen in many ways in 
general practice. Ewes improperly fed and subjected to 
the vicissitudes of the weather are not only subject to endo- 
metritis and putrifactive mammitis, but their lambs become 
the subject of omphalitis and its results; and this condition 
was at once done away with by initiating a change of man 

ement, Also, when subjected to lowering influences, a 
simple stomatitis in the dog became a gangrenous affec- 
tion; and simple catarrh in all animals assumed 
malignant properties, | Not only did lowering or relax- 
ing influence the production of general or systemic 
putrefactive processes, but they hastened the advent of 
such processes locally, 

In speaking of mixed infection the essayist referred to 
the possibility of the excretions of different micro- 
organisms which themselves harmless when separate, 
might unite and develop poisonous properties. 

n reference to the connection existing between dead 
or dying animal tissue and the {initiation of putrefactive 
processes, he said it was a generally accepted theory that 
whenever any organie tissue was deprived of its vitality 
it was liable to undergo putrefactive fermentation ; but 
this doctrine was true under certain conditions which he 
indicated. The professor then referred at some length 
to the remarkable simularity in the action of ptomaines 
and of certain vegetable alkaloids on the animal body, 
and concluded his very able paper by a detailed descrip- 
tion of the general and special symptoms and clinical 
phenomena observed in septic diseases, 

Upon resuming his seat the learned professor was 
warmly applauded. 

The Presipznt :—We are all very greatly indebted to 
Prof. Walley for his very able paper. It must be to 
every veterinary surgeon a very interesting subject, and 
unfortunately it is one the study of which I, with a 
country practice, find it difficult to afford the requisite 
time. I hope there may be a good discussion, for | am 
shall = from it. 

r. OvER:—The paper, sir, is so exceptionall 
and travels over so large a field that it is iments > 7 
moment’s notice to discuss it adequately. It would be 
easier to do so after seeing the paper in print. But I 
may say that while listening to it cases have offered 
themselves to my mind which have happened in my 
practice and have hitherto bothered me, but which. if 
they recur, I may now be able to elucidate. What Prof 
Walley has said as to the exercise of care in castration I 
can fully endorse, for 1 remember that some twenty years 
ago, when I was necessarily younger than I am now (a 
laugh) { was suddenly called upon to castrate six calves 
and used a knife with which I had made a post-mortem 
examination, and that they all died, [ suggest that the 
discussion be postponed to the next meeting (Hear, hear.) 

The Presipent :—I quite agree that that prop sal i 
worth considering, but I may say that Prof Walley “ 

of. WALLEY :—I shall be ve : 
I can manage it, but I cannot 
en Matcoim :—If Prof. Walley could have seen his 

y to come back 1 would have been the first to second 


the motion, but as I gather there is a grave doubt, I think 
a discussion in his presence would be more satisfactory. 
I think, therefore, we ought to continue the discussion 
now, and later on you can consider whether we should 
adjourn it.. Like Mr. OverI feel a difficulty in speak- 
ing on Prof. Walley’s paper, but there are several points 
touched upon by him of great interest to us as practical 
veterinarians, ¢.g. he has pointed out the necessity for 
good sanitation, and has very forcibly impressed upon us 
that diseases naturally benign in their character take 
on malignant properties under conditions of lowered 
animal vitality. for instance he tells us that simple 
stomatitis in the dog under bad hygienic surroundings 
becomes a gangrenous affection, and a simple catarrh in 
cattle becomes a maligngnt one when animals are con- 
fined in the vitiated atmosphere prevalent on board some 
cattle ships. With reference to the professor’s use of 
the words septic and putrid I am not quite clear, but it 
appeared to me that he used them indiscriminately. 
May I ask whether this is so, and if we may take it that. 
these terms are identical in their meaning and may be 
appplied synonymously. 

Then there was one matter he referred to which was 
of great moment viz., that Prof. Law had found certain 
pathogenic organisms in the milk of cows in consequence 
of these cows having druuk water containing these 
organisms. If this were true we had here such a source 
for the propagation of disease as was scarcely conceivable. 
If it be true disease could be communicated through 
animals to man with great facility, in that case there 
need be no question that such diseases as scarlet fever, 
as contended for by many able men, could be readily 
propagated through the agency of the cow. You had only 
to admit the contagion of scarlet fever to the drinking 
water of cows to contaminate the milk. But many of our 
very ablest pathologists maintained that so far there was 
not a particle of proof of the transmission of such 
diseases to human beings in this way. What was Prof. 
Walley’s own opinion on the subject, and could he cite 
any reliable authority who had tested and proved the 
accuracy of Prof. Law’s conclusions ? 

Then the picture the Professor draws of non- 
pathogenic organisms assuming pathogenic properties 
was enough to frighten them all had he not at the 
same time told us of the protective power of our 
own inherent vitality. He was glad to hear of the 
beneficial effect of such agents as arsenic and quinine in 
cases of septiccemia, and all the more so as his own suc- 
cess in treating that disease had scarcely been all he 
could wish. There was just one other question he would 
like to ask and that was with reference to Prof. Walley’s 
opinion as to the cause of a great fatality among lambs 
sometimes supervening upon castration. In a recent 
paper on the subject it was attributed to malignant 
cedema, Now so far as he knew: there was no record in 
any of our text books or periodicals bearing out this. 
What was the Professor’s view? Were these cases 0 
malignant oedema or septicemia? or might it sometimes 
be one and sometimes the other ? 

Mr. Buakeway :—May I ask what Professor Walley 
considers the shortest time which might elapse before we 
should find pus in a wound, after, say, a nail had pune 
tured; and whether pus would be longer forming ™ 
some structures than in others? 1 was a little surpr! 
to hear him speak against perchloride of mercury, 
cause its use is so generally advised. , 

Mr. Butcuer:—Has Professor Walley met with ne | 
so-called cases of endometritis occurring in heifers ! An 
does his experience endorse that of two recent writers im 
The Veterinary Journal, namely, that it occurs rarely “" 
heifers of any other colour than white? Since vom 
mas I have had three cases, and these have all —_ a 
white heifers. Qan he give us any explanation as t0 . 
it is produced ? 
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Professor Wa.uey :—In the first place, in reference to 
the question put by Mr. Malcolm as to the terms septic 
and putrid, if you will look at any dictionary you will 
find that one has its origin in the Greek and the other 
in the Latin, and that they are practically synonymous. 
That they are not used so synonymously as they at one 
time were Iam well aware “Septic infection” is a 
very old term, and it is only within the last few years 
that the term “putrid intoxication”? has become com- 
mon. Indeed I do not know that as yet it is in common 
use. I first saw it in 1889, in one of the lectures pub- 
lished by the Sydenham Society. I don’t know that 
this is a matter of very great importance so long as we 
understand what we are talking about, and one is apt to 
use the terms indifferently. As to the other question of 
Mr. Malcolm’s with reference to micro-organisms in 
milk, I said that I had had my attention directed to it 
for the first time by a perusal of Professor Law’s paper, 
but in that paper reference is made to a report by Dr. 
Percy, of the New York Academy of Medicine, issued in 
1858, on “swill milk.” In the United States cows are 
fed on swills from distilleries, etc., with the object of 
forcing as much milk as possible; and Dr. Percy says 
that the presence of spores in such milk is patent, and 
that it produces indigestion in infants. It seems to me 
it is only a question of whether organisms are likely to 
gain access to the blood through the vessels of the intes- 
tines. That some organisms can do so is proved by the 
fact that we do, as I have said, get the organisms of putre- 
faction so introduced into the system. We know that 
positively. Woodhead, in his book on bacteriology, says 
that processes of this kind are set up whenever the 
mucous membrane is damagei from any cause whatever, 
and in the milk of sewage-fed animals you frequently 
get putrefaction set up in a few hours if it is allowed to 
stand aside and even the products of the milk readily 
putrefy. You may say the organisms get into the milk 
after its withdrawal from the animal, and that may be 
perfectly correct, but all the same the milk is in such a 
condition as to predispose to putrefaction. I am sorry I 
have no evidence at hand in support of Law’s view, but 
I know that such evidence exists. I fancy the question 
of the gaining of access by organisms to milk, or in other 
words to the milk, and thence to different organs, would 
depend a good deal upon their size. One or two very 
important and interesting experiments have been recently 
made in connection with this subject. For instance it 
has been shown that certain organisms may be passed 
through the blood without affecting the endocardium or 
the miocardium, but if you mix your infective matter 
with solid matter to which the bacteria can adhere, you 
can produce mio and endocarditis and a variety of other 
processes which are never seen under other circum- 
stances. You then make the organisms too large to pass 
through the minute vessels of particular structures ; 
therefore I imagine that if organisms be too large they 
will not pass from the intestines into the blood. {know 
this is an extremely important question in relation to 
scarlet fever, and I hope the doctors will succeed in set- 
tling it. As to malignant zedeema, I believe that most of 
the deaths after castration are due to nothing more or 
less than putrid processes, not malignant sdcema at all. 
As to the use of arsenic, it may be of interest to you to 
know under what circumstances I first used it. I had a 
case in Edinburgh of putrefactive pneumonia, and I had 
adopted all my usual methods of treatment ; I was, I may 
Say, at one time taught to believe that such cases never 
recovered, but I have frequently seen the contrary. In 


pg case, however, recovery did not progress as I wished, 
80 1 tried arsenic for an experiment and the result was 
simply magical. I notice that comparatively recently 
some of the best of our medical bacteriologists have come 


to mention and recommend it in conjunction with 


quinine. As to the length of time within which pus 


makes its appearance in different structures, [ have seen 
it in the feet after 8 or 10 hours, and in dogs after 12 
hours ; but you expect as a rule the lapse of at least 24 
hours. I am well aware it is often a question of impor- 
tance to distinguish the length of time a wound has been 
inflicted. Certainly differences in structure and condi- 
tions have much to do with it. The more cellular a 
structure the more rapidly pus will form, the more 
fibrous the less rapidly, and so with the nature of the 
irritant. As to perchloride of mercury I particularly 
alluded to a statement in a French journal. I myself 
should not hesitate for one minute to use it, always tak- 
ing care that it is not too strong. Both in taking away 
putrefied placenta and in dealing with putrid endometri- 
tis I have found chloride of lime as good as anything. I 
think Mr. Butcher will :emember that when he was at 
College I used to direct attention to the condition he 
mentions as occurring only in white heifers. I mean, 
of course, probably in a very large percentage of cases. 
Mr. Lewis, of Crewe, was about the first man to mention 
this. A curious thing about it is that you may practice 
in 40 districts and never come across a single case, and 
then you may find it in the 41st. 1 never met with it in 
the Midland Counties, Lancashire, or Wales, but in 
Cumberland and Westmoreland it is commonly recog- 
nised, and some practitioners keep trocars of a large size 
for puncturing the hymen. It is due either to non- 
rupture of that membrane, or to its partial rupture and 
the subsequent rapid healing of the wound, so that you 
get a collection of menstrual fluid. My own impression 
is that when the fluid is putrid the latter is the case, and 
that air has found its way in; otherwise you would not 
set up. 
r. L. C. Tripper moved, and Mr. seconded 

a vote of thanks to Professor Walley for his paper ; and 
it was cordially agreed to. 

In reply the Professor said that he knew the subject of 
his paper was a difficult one; but there was none more 
important to the veterinary profession and none which 
confronted them so incessantly. Unless they knew some- 
thing about it, they might lose the lives of animals and a 
good deal of hard cash too. (Applause.) 

On the motion of Mr. Over, seconded by Mr. Over, 
the next meeting was appointed to be held at Rugby. A 
vote of thanks to the President for his conduct of the 
proceedings closed the meeting. 

Afterwards the members and visitors dined to- 
H. J. Dawss, Hon. Sec. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


Tue PrREsIDENT’s ADDRESS. 


At the meeting of this Association, on August 3rd, in 
the Town Hall, Glasgow, Professor McCaut delivered 
the following address : 

Gentlemen, my first duty, and a most pleasing one it is, 
is to tender my sincere thanks to the members of the 
National Veterinary Association, for the honour which 
they conferred on me a year ago at Doncaster, in electing 
me their President. It is an honour I can assure you 
I value much, and I hope that the office of President of 
this, the greatest and most important of the many 
Veterinary Associations, shall ever remain a coveted 
position, aud one worthy of the most gifted in fhe 
Veterinary Profession. A year ago my talented friend, 
Professor Axe, of London, gave you a glowing and 
graphic description of the origin of, and progress made 
by this Society during the past nine years of its existence 
so that I need not disturb the pleasing reflections then 
made by recapitulation, but will confine my remarks to 
a review of some of the more important objects, in which 
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the profession during the last year have played an | had no practical experience of the malady, or oppor- 
important part. ; tunities of observing the enormous pecuniary loss it 

SEVENTH INTERNATIONAL CoNGREsS OF HYGIENE caused to stock proprietors in the past, I shall very 

D ony briefly refer to a tabulated statement on the subject, 

which has been compiled by the Veterinary Department 

The members of this congress, under the distinguished | of the Board of Agriculture. The official record from 


Hod Presidentship of His Royal Highness The Prince of | 1870 reads as follows (Great Britain) :— 
at Wales, assembled in London for five days, on the 10th 
Be August, 1891. A section was formed (under the direction 
i at of Sir Nigel Kingscote, K.C.B.) on * The Relations of ig Animals attacked. 
the Diseases of Animals to those of Man.” As early as| 
the month of February, Professor Brown, C.B., Director | | breaks. 
1 Wiad of the Veterinary Department of the Board of Agricul- 3 Cattle. | Sheep. | Pigs. s5 Total. 
ture, and myself (as President of Royal of | 
Veterinary Surgeons) were requested to accept the office 
phenson were also invited to co-operate. Professor | 45 | 935 8.609 "045 | -- 9°766 
Chauveau, Paris, and Duguic, London, contributed | j979 | 99 137 261| 15.681 15947 
i if papers on “ Anthrax and its relations to workers in| jgg9 | 38 1,461; 20,913] 9,572) 1,886, 2 32,378 
a various trades.” Professors Leuckart, Liepsig, and| [ggi | 49 | 4,833) 59,484 | 117,152 6,330 | 80 | 183,046 
Brown, London, on “ Animal parasites communicable to | 1882 49 1,970| 23,973 | 11.412] 2,564, 1] 37,950 
LE Man”; and Dr. Fleming, London, on “ ‘he propagation | 1883 75 118,732 219,289 | 217,492 | 24,332, 32 | 461,145 
and prevention of Rabies.” To this Ccngress delegates | 1884 55 | 949) 12,186) 14,174 1,860, 1 28,221 


| were present from almost every continental country and | 1885 10 30 354 34 30 | — 418 
state; and universities, colleges, hospitals, county coun- | 1886 1 | 1 10 
Te cils, corporations, societies scientific, medical, sanitary, 
ie statistical, architectural, and general were all represented. A brief analysis of this table shows that in the years 
. It would be out of place for me tu eulogise the work done, | 1870 and 1871 there were 80,000 separate outbreaks, 
wef but no disinterested and worthy critic can peruse the | affecting 1,150,000 animals. Then there was a period of 
i papers read and the discussions thereon that followed, | six years cessation. Then the disease was again impor- 
: without feeling convinced that the members of the | ted in 1877, and continued for eight years without inter- 
| veterinary profession ably sustained their part alongside | mission, and without any favourable abatement, the total 
| their medical confréres. fresh outbreaks being 29,175 and the number of animals 
attacked 783,597. In the year 1885 the outbreaks were 
Varestmany DerartTMENT, BoaRp oF AGRICULTURE. only 30, and the number of animals attacked 418. These 
t During the past year this department, by an outbreak | outbreaks took place early in the year, and the disease 
of “ Foot and Mouth Disease,” has been put on its trial, | was again “stamped out,” but, as you observe, at an 
| and its greatest opponents have beeu forced to admit that | enormous loss. About nine months after the disease had 
it has nobly responded to the test. As you are aware, | disappeared—viz., in the year 1836—there was an out- 
on 4th February last, a number of Danish cattle on sale | break involving ten cattle, and as 1 had personally to 
a | in the London Metropolitan Cattle Market, were found | deal with this solitary outbreak, and moreover as it is of 
| 


- 


= 


exhibiting symptoms of this disease. The gates of the | great interest and value in proving that the microbes of 
market were closed and all the animals within the pre- | foot and mouth disease can be conveyed to this country 
mises slaughtered,but notwithstanding such vigorous mea- | in foreign straw, I shall briefly state the facts. On the 
sures, on account (as it afterwards transpired) of animals | lst February, 1886, 1 received a telegram from the Privy 
in the incubative stage having been exposed on a previous | Council Office instructing me to proceed to Brunton 4 
market day and removed to various piaces, the disease Barns, Markinch, Fifeshire, and investigate a suspected a 


“ 


in due course manifested itself in the cowsheds of London, | outbreak of foot and mouth disease. As there had been 


no reported cases of foot and mouth in the three king- 
doms for nearly a year, I concluded that it was a “ false 
alarm,” but to my astonishment, when I arrived at the 
farm, I found the whole of the animals presenting 
characteristic lesions of the malady. To enquiries _ 1 
ascertained that the affected cattle had been bought at a0 | : 1 


and at various points in the counties of Kent, Sussex, 
Surrey, and Middlesex. Toward the end of the same 
month, Professor McFadyean declared the presence of 
the disease in a byre in Edinburgh, but as far as known 
to me the method by which the infection reached Edin- 
burgh has not been demonstrated. On 4th March the 
if disease appeared among a number of fat cattle in the 
Li i Moore Street slaughter house, Glasgow. Its introduction 
‘W to this city was clearly traceable to Edinburgh. The 


auction mart four months previously, that there had bee? 
no cattle on the farm for nearly a year before they were 
brought on it, that the bullocks entered the feeding _ 


2 


My : affected animals were brought from Edinburgh, and, in the 


courts the day of their arrival and had never been out 
and sold in the Glasgow cattle | them or in with any other animals. Observe 
in in the incubative | there had been no cases of foot and mouth in England, 
oar Agriculture | cases elsewhere in these kingdoms at the time. At4 
ene nials in the Glasgow slaughter all the ani- | to understand from whence the infection came, as 
killed. the gates of the se market were no believer in the “ spontaneous generation ” of 


. the cattleman, “ What are you doing with foreign stra¥ 
The effect of those operations was the stamping out of |“ Master hought it to thatch the corn stacks, and it 
in Febtt i ng otek It is six years almost to a day | from Burnt Island.” “ Have you fed or bedded the cat- 
had an outbreak of foot and tle with it?” « No, but we used some of it the day 
and for two yeers prior (as I | travelling mill was thrashing, and it was just 
58 poe nay “a ge y show) the cases were few in number, | days after that that the first bullock began to ‘ slaver 
A re now many in the profession who have | the mouth, and the next day others ‘ slavering’ made us 
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— that we had got foot and mouth.” “ What use 
had you for straw at the thrashing mill?’ “ Well, the 
engine and mill were placed right in front of the sparred 
gate leading to the first feeding court (in which there 
were five bullocks), and as the mill was blowing her chaff 
among the bullocks the master told us to pile up the 
foreign straw on the outside of the spars and prevent the 
chaff blowing over, and this we did.”" “ Did the bullocks 
get to the straw?” “Yes, they did; and they pulled 
the straw through the spars with their tongues and 
chewed it.”” As I have already stated, foot and mouth 
had no existence in the three kingdoms at the time ex- 
cept on this solitary farm, and all the ten animals on it 
were affected with the malady, and I feel convinced that 
the straw was the vehicle of infection to this outbreak. 
By an order of the local authority, and on the advice of 
the local inspector and myself, the animals were slaugh- 
tered the same evening, and from that day to the present 
outbreak — also stamped out), which commenced in 
February last, a period of six years, the disease had no 
existence in this country. It cannot be too widely 
known that foot and mouth, like rinderpest, is not an 
indigenous but imported disease, and that the condi- 
tions necessary for its existence do not exist in this 
country. It is the most infective of all bovine diseases, 
and although the mortality is less than in any other 
specific disease, still the pecuniary loss for the time it is 

owed to prevail is undoubtedly the greatest, and the 
lowest calculation of actual loss per head is £1 10s., and 
that too when there are no deaths. Waves of this 
disease, since its first introduction to this country in 
1839, have regularly swept over the land, lasting on an 
average of six years with intervals of three years. But 
through the organisation of the veterinary department 
the outbreak of 1886 was cut down within one week, and 
at an expenditure of less than £300, and the outbreak of 
1892 has been extinguished within six months. By the 
energetic manner with which Mr. Chaplin, Minister of 
Agriculture, has grappled with this last outbreak, he has 
saved millions of money to stock proprietors, and shown 
to a demonstration that a State Veterinary Department 
and educated veterinarians are worthy of greater con- 
sideration aud recognition than has as yet been univer- 
sally accorded to them in this country. 


Epizoorica. 


This is another of the bovine maladies which the vet- 
erlnary profession through the Board of Agriculture has 
staked their reputation in extinguishing in this country. 
It is also an important disease, and made its first appear- 
ance in 1841. Prior to the passing of the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act in 1869, the annual loss from this | 
disease to the dairymen of this city on an average of 
twelve years reached the large sum of £4,556. In Glasgow 
thirty years ago, this disease existed in almost every 
dairy within the city. Probably there was no other city 
m which the disease was more prevalent—in fact, one 
dairyman alone who had 1,100 cows, placed all his sound 
cows at purchase amongst his worst affected, so as to get 
them to take the disease, and those that recovered he 
bred with ; but by enforcing the orders of Council it has 
been gradually controlled and curtailed, and for the past 
three years there has not been a single case of contagious 
pieuro-pneumonia in any cowshed within the municipality 
> Glasgow. _ There are two methods of dealing with the 
ner. viz., inoculation and slaughter. The first method 

longs to a profession, but being only a preventive 
a and not curative, in order to its efficiency, 

aughter of all affected and in-contact animals would re- 
bo to proceed alongside inoculation of all other cattle, 
7 even then, for reasons which I have not time to enu- 
Pr a certain amount of uncertainty would exist as 
its complete extinction. Undoubtedly the quickest 


slaughter and full compensation. In short, the method 
recommended by certain members of the profession to 
the Select Committee of the House, and now carried on 
under the direction of the Board of Agriculture. And 
just as in the case of “ rinderpest ” and “ foot and mouth 
disease,” so soon as the last affected animal is destroyed 
(and to all appearances that will be within two years), 
we will hear no more of the malady until it is reim- 
ported. 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

This disease still continues to decimate our herds, and 
will continue to do so until it is taken up by the Veter- 
inary Department, and dealt with on the same lines as 
contagious pleuro-pneumonia. And, really, when we 
know that the malady can be conveyed in the milk and 
flesh of affected cattle to the human subject, the wonder 
is that the one is dealt with and the other left alone. 
That it will be more difficult to deal with than pleuro- 
pneumonia or foot and mouth there cannot be a doubt, 
and that we will stamp it out isnot my opinion ; but we 
have reason to hope that its spread could be greatly cur- 
tailed, and the chances of its transmissal to the human 
subject much lessened. So svon as pleuro-pneumonia is 
stamped out I trust the Board of Agriculture may be 
Petes to deal with tuberculosis, and also with swine 
ever. 


Royat OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


This corporate body, in which we are all so deeply in- 
terested, has of late manifested a vitality in the way of 
change or reform which must for good or evil serious] 
affect the profession. At the last meeting of Council, 
it was arranged that the period of study should be ex- 
tended from three to four sessions of eight months each, 
and that the matriculation examination should be made 
identical with that for admission to the medical profes- 
sion. I cannot say that I have any serious objections to 
these alterations, except on the score of expense to the 
graduates, and the indirect closing of the door of ad- 
mission to the profession of a large number of most 
deserving young men. Undoubtedly our students, to a 
large extent, will now be drawn from a different source 
than heretofore, and, although their parents may be in 
possession of greater pecuniary means, it is questionable 
if their sons, as students, will be in possession of greater 
natural aptitude to learn veterinary science and art, and 
to meet its demands in every day life. A student who 
has few opportunities of mixing with and studying the 
habits of the lower animals and their management in his 
schoolboy days, although his scholastic attainments may 
be very considerable, is undoubtedly handicapped in the 
race for pesition as veterinary adviser. The,Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons have also, as you are 
aware, applied for an amended charter, and with most of 
the demands made and alterations suggested I concur ; 
but on reading the speeches delivered, and the letters 
which have been written on the subject and published in 
The Veterinary Record, it appeared to me that a longing 
desire had taken possession of certain individuals, not 
so much to advance the true interests of the profession 
as to be able to control the institutions affiliated to the 
College, and to coerce those individuals who differed 
from them. 

Knowing the evil which had resulted from such a 
course in the past (compelling the late Professor Dick to 
ignore the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and to 
establish and maintain till his death an independent 
Board of Examiners in Edinburgh fo:|zranting diplomas) 
Professor Williams and myself felt constrained to peti- 
tion the Crown for the insertion of a clause in the desired 
charter giving a power of appeal to the Privy Council 
should the teaching colleges consider any bye-law made 
by the Council of too restrictive a character, and opposed 


and most certain method of dealing with this malady is 


to the best interests of the schools, the public, and the 
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rofession. In taking this step, I disclaim any desire to 
rustrate the onward pro; of the profession, or to 
dictate to the members of the profession through their 
Council, but to avert a catastrophe which will assuredly 
happen should the teaching colleges be driven too rapidly 
by the Council and revolt. The Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons has no more direct control over the 
teaching colleges than the teaching institutions have over 
it, and, such being the case, a “reference clause” could 
only act in one way, viz.,in cementing and keeping the 
licensing and teaching institutions together as one cor- 
porate body. Iam not sangnine of such a clause being 
granted, seeing that the original and all supplemental 
charters have conferred on the Council the power to 
make bye-laws subject to no review ; but I wish to be in 
the position to show, should occasion arise and circum- 
stances necessitate a movement for a Scottish charter, 
that personally I did, as in the past, what I could to 
maintain a united profession. It may not be kuown to 
all, but it is no less the fact, that shortly after the de- 
mise of the late Professor Dick, a movement was made 
by those interested in the Dick College for obtaining a 
Scottish charter ; and but for the strenuous opposition, 
and at the same time conciliatory spirit, shown by the 
opposition—among whom I counted as one—it would 
have been obtained. But, as it was, coucessions had to 
be made by the Council of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons. That no occasion may arise to disturb 
the harmony which has existed since the Edinburgh 
Veterinary College returned to the fold is my earnest 
wish, and in it I am sure my professional brethren 
present, and every well-wisher to the veterinary profes- 
sion, will join. Asa united profession, I again welcome 
you to Glasgow, and trust that the acquaintances renewed, 
and the friendships formed, at this, our tenth annual 
gathering, will enable all of us to take a truer and, if pos- 
sible, a deeper interest in our noble profession. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


A HORSE CASE AT BATH. 
WE tcu v. Woops. 


Dr. Blake Odgers and Mr. Ford (instructed by Clifton, 
Carter, and Co.) were for the plaintiff ; Mr. Poole, Q.C., 
and Mr. J. V. Austin (instructed by Mr. G. S. Pearce) 
defended. 

Dr. Odgers said the plaintiff was a veterin 
of Bath, and the defendant was a cab soutien of ‘the 
same city. The plaintiff complained that defendant had 
slandered him in the way of his profession, and he also 
claimed £10, balance due on the sale of a horse. Early 
this year plaintiff bought a horse for £38 10s., and sub- 
sequently sold it fur £40 to the defendant. The horse 
was quite sound, but it was overworked in taking people 
out to Newton Park on Whit Monday and Whit Tues 
day and developed fever in the feet. Plaintiff was sent 
for, and arranged for the horse's treatment, Defendant 
had paid £30 on account, and he now repudiated the bar- 
gain, and said he thought he was dealing with a gentle- 
po not also said that plaintiff 

ogue anda thief, and that h 
r. G. W. Haydon, veterinary surgeon, said wh 
oot. In August there i initi 
about sven eg signs of a laminitis of 
r.:John Penberthy, professor of su Ro 
Veterinary College, said he examined he 


Saturday and found it suffering from the effects of acute 
laminitis of eight or ten weeks’ standing. There was 
no seedy toe nor dropped sole apart from the laminitis. 
There were no signs of disease of longer standing than 
two months. Overwork for half a day would cause 
laminitis, and so would a journey of 30 miles on a hard 
road on a hot day. He had examined the horse that 
morning, and found no signs of rasping off laminitis 
rings. 

ll examined : If the horse had been rasped months 
ago he would have been able to detect the signs. There 
was only one laminitis ring on the horse’s foot now. 
From what he saw now he said without doubt the horse 
was clean of disease in the early part of June. He 
should think it most unlikely that there was seedy toe on 
June 8th. It had a flat hoof now, just as was frequently 
seen after laminitis. He could not say that the sole did 
not exist as now in some form or other early in June. 
Dropped sole was a vulgar expression, and conveyed no 
pathological condition to a veterinary. 

Mr. J. E. Shacklock, veterinary surgeon, Bath, exam- 
ined the horse on July 18th in a field at Bitton. The 
shoes were taken off, but there was no unusual rasping. 
There were no signs of laminitis ring, seedy toe, or drop- 
ped sole. It was suffering from laminitis. 

Cross-examined: He had been a veterinary surgeon 
more than a year, but he knew laminitis rings when he 
saw them. 

Mr. Halestone, shoeing smith, of Bathwick, Bath, said 
he took off the shoes of the horse at Bitton, and re- 
placed them. He only rasped the nail points off. 

Mr. Henry Rumboll, Fellow of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, said he was practising in Bristol 
and had been in practice nearly 16 years. He examin 
the horse on July 28. There was no laminitis ring. 
There were no signs of rasping the ring. The horse was 
suffering from recent laminitis, and was too young for 
the work defendant had put it to. There was no seedy 
toe or dropped sole, and the horse would recover under 
proper treatment. 

Cross-examined : He did not believe that nearly all 
the coaching horses were four-year-olds. There was 4 
healthy ring, but not a laminitis ring. 

Mr. W. J. Cade, M.R.C.V.S., said there were now no 
laminitis rings on the horse’s foot. 

Other evidence was called to show the soundness of the 
horse when sold to defendant, and 

Mr. Welch, contractor, father of the plaintiff, deposed 
to * mona son having said he liked the horse very 
well. 

This concluded the case for the plaintiff. _. 

Mr. Poole, Q.C., opened the defence, and said there 
was no evidence of special damage or of slandering plain- 
tiffin his profession as a veterinary surgeon. Defendant 
only complained of this one dealing, the words used by 
defendant in a temper were mere words of abuse for 
which he was very sorry, but they were not actionable. 
As to the alleged breach of warranty, they ought to have 
better evidence that the horse was over-driven in going 
to and from Newton. The horse was only driven in the 
way that a sound horse ought to stand. He would cal 
witnesses to show that there were signs of chronic lamin 
tis a month after it broke down. 

Mr. H. Bennett Woods, St. James’s Street, Bath, the 
defendant, said on May 31 he bought the horse, which 
was warranted sound. The horse was in the stable tw? 
days. The third day he went three miles, to camp. 2 
the 4th June he was very little used, and on the 5th he 
went to the Viaduct. On the 6th it went to Newton 
three times—18 miles in all. On the 7th he went agaln 
to Newton, and came back lame. He at once sent for the 
plaintiff. He was very angry, because it was a big pric? 
to give for a cab horse. He said he thought he w# 
dealing with an honourable man, but he did not use 
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language or call plaintiff a sharp. He did not know 
what he did say to plaintiff, and he did not know that he 
abused plaintiff any more than plaintiff abused him. He 
sent for Mr. England, the farrier, who pointed out that 
the horse had seedy toe. Subsequently Mr. Broad 
examined the horse—about a fortnight after. Mr. Ash- 
ley also examined it, and it was treated under their 
advice. He turned the horse ont to grass, and after- 
wards found that the hoofs had been rasped in front. 


Obituary. 


Vet.-Surgeon First Class J. J. Channon, Retired Pay, 
died suddenly on the 10th instant. He was born 30th 
April 1827 and received his diploma May 22nd, 1850, 
joining the service on 15th August, 1855 and being 
gazetted to Land Transport Corps. He joined the 
Military Train 20th February, 1857, was promoted Vet.- 
Surgeon Ist Class 8th March, 1864. Transferred to Army 


Cross-examined: He did not tell Mr. Pearce, his | Service Corps 12th February, 1870 and retired 25th Aug. 


solicitor, that there were rasp marks. He told him that 3 
|was temporarily employed at Woolwich during the 


the feet had been tampered with. He never swore at 
plaintiff—he would swear (laughter). He never called 
plaintiff a thief or a sharp. Plaintiff’s father had “ kid- 
ded ” him, at any rate ; but he had nothing to say against 
the son. He had taken his work from two good men to 
give it to plaintiff, and he was his father’s bondsman 
for the city contract to this day, and this was the re- 
turn. 

Charles Woods, son of the defendant, said he acted as 
conductor of the break going to and from Newton. The 
horse was not over-driven, but went a little stiff in the 
evening. 


Charles Corcoran, the driver, said the distance to. 
‘would be created, causing people to imagine there was 


something wrong somewhere. For this reason I ask you 


Newton Park gates from Bath was 34 miles, and the 
horse made three journeys. It went freely and was not 


1880. He served in the Crimea in 1855 and 1856, and 


Egyptian Campaign from 29th April 1882 to 13th 
December, 1882. During his Military career he made 
many friends and no enemies. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE REPORT OF THE PRACTICAL EXAMINERS 


Sir 
If the report of the practical examinatiuns were 


allowed to pass without comment a false impression 


over-driven. On the following day the horse went stiff, to permit me to offer a few more or less probable sugges- 
and ultimately fell lame. He was present when defen- | tions which will no doubt tranquillize those of your 
dant and plaintiff had words. Defendant said plaintiff readers who have become a little excited upon this subject. 


was a scoundrel, but they were both in a temper. 


In the first place, I must express my grief in perusing 


Mr. W. England, farrier, of Bath, looked at the horse your editorial upon the specimens of certificates which 


on the 9thJune. It had seedy toe and laminitis. The 
seedy toe was of six months’ standing. 


Cross-examined : It had seedy toe in all four feet, but | 
you even go so far as to insinuate that the edueational 


most in the off fore leg. The laminitis was recent. 


were published in your last issue ; your remarks are very 
severe and press hardly upon a very deserving class of 
student. I may be mistaken, but it appears to me that 


Mr. T. D. Broad, veterinary surgery, of Bath, exam- | examiners grossly, and perhaps wilfully, neglect the duty 


ined, said he found laminitis rings on the 24th June. 
Mr. Frank Ashley, veterinary surgeon and assistant 
to Mr. Broad, of Bath, also examined the horse on June 
29th, and found evidences of seedy toe and dropped sole. 
There were five laminitis rings on the near fore foot and 


'for which they are paid. Let me, however, point out 
that there is a higher duty than the mere examination of 


students, it is to succour the oppressed. Can there be a 
worse form of oppression on the part of the Council than 
to frame bye-laws enacting a special way of spelling and 


six on the off fore. The horse could not have been | constructing sentences? Certainly, one is justified in 
sound on June 1st. He should suppose that the disease | evading such cruel measures, for which there can only be 


was four months old. The feet had been rasped. 


Thomas Bazley, veterinary surgeon, of Trowbridge, 


said the horse had dropped sole, and there were signs of | man spells “actrophy of mussels,’ “ week spine,” “ thur- 


laminitis dating back twelve months. He should say that 


the horse had not asound foot on June Ist. 
Mr. Henry Mortimer, auctioneer, Bristol, proved the 
sale of the horse for £33. 


This closed the case for the defence, and counsel | 


‘one object, namely to close the profession to many poor 


but honest men. Candidly, sir, what does it matter how a 


ished in all four feet,” “ spavine”’ and so on, so long as 
he is a practical veterinary surgeon and thoroughly 
educated. 

Grammar is after all a paltry matter of fashion ; it is 
therefore very wrong to chill the beautiful enthusiasm of 


addressed the jury, Dr. Odgers protesting against the youth by insisting upon a humdrum observance of its 
charge which had been imported as the case proceeded | rules. You discourage originality of thought which is 
—that of rasping off the laminitis rings—which no one the first step towards genius. Now, in my opinion there 


had dared to give evidence in support of except Ashley. 


is much originality in these certificates. Ours is a most 


His lordship would tell them that they were entitled to extraordinary profession. [tis not so long ago that some 
take that unfounded charge into consideration in assess- of us were talking about the development of fresh fields 


ing damages. 


for professional activity ; yet, no sooner do a few enter- 


_The Judge, in summing up, said they had had a very | prising young fellows attempt to work in this direction 
disereditable exhibition—discreditable to the profession by correcting the spelling ot the British language, than 
of 4 veterinary surgeon. Five veterinary surgeons were they are promptly sat upon. [am afraid we are a very 
positive the laminitis was brought on by overwork on envious class of men, 


Whit-Monday, and three were equally positive that the 


The practical examiners are evidently annoyed at 


horse had been diseased for months before. That wasa having to render reports when the theoretical gen- 


most painful exhibition. 


_tlemen and the secretaries are not subjected to this 


The jury, having retired for half an hour, returned with indignity; but they should not allow their feelings to 
a verdict in writing, viz., “We find that the horse was | prompt them to convey false impressions. For instance, 
sound when the defendant bought it, and therefore their report says that horses are not galloped for wif, 
plaintiff is entitled to £10. We find for the plaintiff in | leading one to believe that wind is not tested; but they 


the slander, damaged £20.” 


omit to mention that they (I mean the horses) are freely 


punched in the stomach, a very much better method, as 
is universally recognised. In the first place, it tends to 
develop the muscle of the student, which is most im- 
portant ; in the second it promotes digestion in the 


Judgment accordingly for £30 for plaintiff. 
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horses. The report aboutt he supply of cattle is not quite 
fair, as it makes one suppose that if fresh cattle were 
procurable on the first days, others must have’ been 
obtainable on the succeeding days. But the examiners 
omit to mention that neither London nor Edinburgh are 
grazing districts, that these cities spread over a vast 
area, that milk and meat are imported from afar, that 
cattle have to be brought immense distances expressly for 
the examinations and then sent back, that the cattle 
have to be passed by the Local Inspector before and 
after removal, that this increases the local rates con- 
siderably, and might cause riots; finally, that all this 
means expense to the College and trou)le to the secre- 
taries. If the examiners had properly weighed these 
reasons, they would have been surprised to find they had 
any cattle for the examinations ; particularly if they had 
recollected that those concerned never receive more than 
one month’s notice and have to complete their arrange- 
ments in that time. 

I consider that constant attempts to change cattle are 
an unnecessary expense, which a little management would 
prevent. Why should not the London College, being the 
richest, acquire three acres and a cow, as an experiment. 
The students, from a feeling of honour would never 
go near the animal if left to themselves ; and if at ex- 
amination time they were requested not to convey any 
information to une another about her, I am sure they 
would du so, Students are proverbiably reticent in these 
matters. The three acres would amply repay the Col- 
lege’s expenses, if swings, round-abouts, &c., were erected 
in summer and placed under Mr, Hill’s charge, his good 
looxs would be an additional attraction. In winter the 
land would be available for Botanical excursions. Mr. 
Hill’s stipend need not be raised if he were allowed free 
access to the amusements. 

The question of legs is indelicate in a public report, 
and should not have been made the subject of quibbles ; 
but since it has been alluded to, I am compelled to say 
that the examiners should have stated the notorious fact 
that it is impossible to procure subjects in Edinburgh, 
partly, because many of the horses have only three legs 
to go upon, partly, because the skill of the local practi- 
tioners keeps the death rate at a very low ebb, and partly 
because the material is required for the manufacture of 
“ Haggis,” a succulent preparation of meat, oats and 


other things, which is stewed in a b 
much appreciated. a bag, served hot, and 


It will be recoguised by unprejudiced people that de- 
composed legs are really preferable to re ones ; for 
examinations they give wider scope to the ingenuity of 
the student, and the smell accustoms him to what he 
will meet with in his daily practice. 


Yours truly, Dugatp McNisu. 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 


Bomuay V.M.A. 
Pres 


Hon. Sec: 8. K. Nariman, E M.D., B.S.c 
+. M.D., B.S.C., L.V.8C. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. D. Parokh, a.n.v.c., Vet. Coll 
Borper Counties V.M. 
Pres: Mr. J. Pender, M.R.C.V.S., pag 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Armstrong, 


Eastern Counties V.M.A, 

Pres: Mr. F. Low, .8.c.v.s., Norwich. 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. W. Shipley, Jnr., Southtown, Gt. Yarmouth 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July. 


Vet. Mep. Assn. or IRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. C. Steel, ¥.R.c.v.s., 188 Clonliffe-road, Dublin. 
Hon. Sec Mr. J. McKenny, ™.8.c.v.s., 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin. 


LancasHire V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Woods, r.2.c.v.s., Standish Gate, Wigan. 
Hon. Sec: Mc. J. B. Wolstenholme, M.R.c.v.8., 
Quay Street, Manchester. 
Meetings, 2nd Wednesday in March, June, Sept., & Dec. 


V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. T. E. Smith, m.n.c.v.s., Market Rasen 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Smith, m.n.c.v.s., Huntingdon. 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October. 


Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. W. Barling, m.R.c.v,s., Rosas, Hereford 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, M.R.C.v.8., 
High St,. West Bromwich. 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb., May, November, 
Second Tuesday in August. 


Nationa Ver. AssocraTIon. 

Pres: Prof. J. McCall, Veterinary College, Buccleuch St., 
Glasgow 
Sec: Mr. John Malcolm, r.x.c.v.s., Birmingham. 

Sec. of Prov. Com: Mr. D. Weir, M.8.c.v.s., 

89 Grant-street, Glasgow 


Nortu or Eneranp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. G. R. Dudgeon, m.n.c.v.s., Sunderland. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. A. Hancock, M.B.c.v.s., 
Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 
Roya, Counties V.M.A. 
Pres : Mr. H. Lepper, m.r.c.v.s., Aylesbury. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Sutcliffe Hurndall, m.R.c.v.s., 
Sussex Villas, Cornwall Gardens, South Kensington. 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 
Royat Scorrisu V.S. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, m.n.c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. ; 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, m.r.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 


Royat Verertnary M.A. 


Pres: Mr. Wild. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. F. Wilson. 


Scorrish V.M.S8. 


Pres: Mr. Jas. Clarke, F.n.c.v.s., Coupar-Angus. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Moir, m.z.c.v.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edin 


Sovrn Durnam anp Nortu Yorxsurre V.M.A. 


Pres.: Mr. F. R. Stevens, m.R.c.v.s., Darlington. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, r.n.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 


Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 
SourHerN Counties V.M.S. 


Pres: Mr. J. F. Simpson, F.R.c,v.s., Maidenhead. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. ©. Pack, m.n.c.v.s., Lymington, Hants. 


Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Sovrn Wazes anp V.M.A. 


Pres: Mr. D. M. Storrar, m.n.c.v.s., Abergavenny. 
Hon Sec. Mr. A. C. Stewart, m.n.c.v.s., Cardiff: 


Meetings, First Thursday in March, and Autumn. 
Western Counties V.M.A. 


Meetings, Second Friday tha i Penrith, Cumberland | Pres: Mr. G. H. Elder, .n.c.v.s., Taunton, Somerset 


Feb., June, and October. 


Caucurra V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Greenhill, 


Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah 
Crenrrat V.M. 
Pres: Mr. W. Roots, m.n.c.v.s., . 


13 Winch 
Hon. Sec : Mr. H. G. Rogers, SE. 


Pres: Mr. G. E. Bowman, Woodhouse Lane, Leeds. 
170 Brompton Rosd, London, §.W. | Hon. Sec: Mr. W. F. Greenhalgh, M.R.C.v.8.» 


Meetings, First Thursday in 


Pres: Mr. D. Allan, u.n.0.v.8., Clarkston-by-Busby, Glaser 
Hon. Sec : Mr. W. Anderson, F.R.c.v.8., West Nile-st @ 


Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Harvey Bloye, M.RB.c.v.S., 


Ebrington Street, Plymouth. 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March and September. 


West or Scortanp V.M.A 


Yorxsurre V.M.A. 


and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Heit 


Holborn, at 7 p.m. ! Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, July, and October 


110 North-street, Leeds 
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